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PREFACE T0 THE ELEVENTH EDITION.

The last edition of of this book was published in January
1926, Since then wvarious small Avesta prayer-books were
published hy cheap-rate dealers. Neverthless there was a demand
as usual for the present edition made by the eo-zeligionists
which proves still the high degree of their zeal and devetion for
the recital of Avesta prayers in correct orthography and for
understanding the sense thereof.

There may be numerous editions of prayer-books with
incorreet pronunciations prevalent among the Parsces, yet the
demand for Ervad Kavasji Kanga's publications with correct
pronunciation has rewained constant, inasmuch as the Parsces
look upon Ervad Kanga's editions as the Standard prayer-books
in poink of pronunciation.

The final procks of the last edition of this book as well as of
receut editions of “Yasht Ba Maeni” and “Gatha Ba Maeni” of
my late Revered Grandfather were gone through by onr well-
known Avesta Pablavi Scholar Ervad Bomanji Naserwanji Dha-
bhar, M. A. who has always obliged me by his help, This time he
was not able to help me owing to cataracts in his eyes. Another
Avesta Pablavi scholar was approached by me who willingly
complying with my request at the sacrifice of his time went
through all the final proofs of this edition, for which act of his
courtesy and kindness my thanks are due to him.
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PREFACE TO THE TENTH EDITION,

While publishing this present edition, it is my duty to take
note of the mournful death of my father Mr. Pestonji Kavasji
Kanga who passed away on Sth November 1923,

After the publication of the last edition in July 1921 by my
late father, there was a demand for the present edition made by
the co-religionists which proves the high degree of their zeal
and devotion for the recital of Avestd prayers in correct ortho.
graphy and for the understanding the sense thereof.

The co-religionists will be pleased to see that in the present
edition an addition of 18 pages has been made in the same way
a8 the eighth edition has evinced an addition of 68 pages by the
introduction of “Plzend Alfrins.”

I have to thank Ervad Phiroze Shapurji Masani M. A, LL. B,,
Solicitor, our well-known Avesti-Pahlavi scholar and the friend
of my late father, who has been courteous on my requesting him
to allow me willingly to introduee the original correct Pizend text
and word-for-word orderly translation of the * Pizend Ashirvid”
or Benediction Prayers recited in the Parsee-Zoroastrian nuptial
ceremony from the book of “ Pizend Prayers Series NO, 2" edited
and published by him.

Besides this favonr Ervad Masani has rendered his origi-
nal translation of the well-known passage “Yiifi Zi Zara-
thushtra® in the Senior Haftan Yasht which had not been
rendered into word-for-word translation upto now, and he has
given a long clucidatory note thereon, which it is hoped, will
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b helpful to the students of the Avesth. Also Ervad Masani has
translated the kardeh 19 § 50 of the Behrim Yasht and my
thanks are due to him for all these courtesies

Finally, I have to thaok our well-known Avesta-FPahlavl
scholar Ervad Bamanji Nasarvanji Dhabhar M. A. for his valuable
agsistanee in the work of going through the final proofs of this

present edition.

Boprtay, } NAVROJI PESTONJI KAVAST] RANGA.

January 1936
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PREFACE TO THE NINTH EDITION,

After the publication of the former eighth edition in 1916, it
was hoped that after the war had been over every thing would
revert to its pre-war position. But this hope has not been
realised, and we are passing through very bad times of extraordi-
nary dearth of every useful and necessary article.

Under these circumstances it was deemed desirable to stop
the publication of this important prayer-book, the Klordeh
Avestd. But at the instance of my friends, I have ventured to
get it published, and it is not nnfair to suggest that the publie
will not grudge the rise in the price of the present edition.
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PREFACE TO THE BIGHTH EDITION.

The last seventh edition of this book was published in 1913,
and owing to the eonstant demand for it on oeeount of ity every-
day ueefulnegs, a [urther edition thereof has been eonsidered
necessary oven during time of the Great War.

After the lamented demise of my late father Eevad Kavasji
Edalji Kanga in 1004, the book had gone through the sixth and
gseventh editions without any alteration or addition; but this
prosent edition evinees a special feature of importance,—ths addi-
tion of “Iizend Afrin” or benedictory prayers recited always with
overyiday ceremonial reeifals. My late father had in the ffth
adition of this book made an addition of special Kardeh’ or see-
tions for the recital of differant 'ﬁfr[ngﬂu‘ ceremonials, with their
correct pronouncistions and Gujarati translation, but there appear-
ed to be an eager demand for “Pizend Afrin” in correct ortho-
graphy and with word-for-word Gujarati rendering, along wilh
the “Afringin Kardeh.”

In erder therefore to meet this desideratum, T reguested my
friend Ervad Phiroze Shapurji Masani, 3L A., LL. B, Yakil, High
Court, to help me, Fortunately it so turned out that the publica-
tion of Lis book under the title of “Phzend Prayers Series No. 1"
was under contemplation, and that the “Pazend Alrin with Trang-
lation” constituted the First Number thereof. He was pleuded to
comply with my request and allowed me to introduce thess
“Phzend Mrin” into the Khordeh Avest&—the book of his late
revered master Evvad Kavasji K. Kanga, snd as a result of this
favour an addition of 68 pages will be noticed in the present edition,
Fivad Phireze S, Masani has studied the Avestd and Pahlavi as
his university classical languages in the Mulla Fecroze Madressa
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for five years up to the degree of M. A, and haiing since then
pursued the studies in this line he has devoted his attention to
various public and private ‘translation of Avests seriptures and
Pahlavi téxts. What with his linguistic knowledge of Avestd and
Pahlavi, and what with his special line of study of the Zoroastrian
Religion he has been enabled to put the “Afrin Prayers” into
precisely correet orthography, and the traslations therof exactly
in the style of my late father, and for the favour dous to me I
take this opportunity of thanking Ervad Masani,

It should be noted here that mno increase has been made in
the price of the book for the bemefit of my co-religionists not-
withstanding the fact of its being printed at much higher rates in
this untoward time of the war, and of its being bound in the
same original artistic and embossed cover as well as of its being
enlarged by 68 pages.

Boupay,
Noveber, 1916,

}' PESTONJI KAVASII EDALJI KANGA.
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PREFACE TO THE SIXTH EDITION,

During my father's lifetime this book passed through five
editions, and each succeeding edition was characterized by the
necessary additions and alterations, The fifth edition, which was
issued in 1902, was particularly remarkable for a number of
modifications and the present edition is therefore merely a reprint
of my father's last edition. In the printing, binding, and price of
the book also I have adhered to my father's plan.

Soplomben iog7. | PESTONJI KAVASJI EDALJI KANGA.
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PREFACE TO THE FIFTH EDITION.

The first edition of my Khordeh Avesta was issued in 1880
and the last in 1896, The rapid sale commanded by those
editions is an unmistakable proof of the general desire on the part
of my co-religionists to recite their prayers according to the cor-
rect and authenticated texts and to know their meaning, In
placing this fifth edition before the public, I have thoroughly
examined the texts and interpretations given in my former edi-
tions, and made alterations and modifications, where necessary, in
the light of my continued studies, The present revised edition
has been enlarged by the addition of the Sirozih Yasht, the
Afringfing and the Phzend Nirang recited at times after the
prayers and & Mondjdf by the late Moolla Feeroz with their
translations.

Bouear, !
February 1902, EAVASJI EDALJI EANGA.
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PREFACE T0 THE FOURTH EDITION.

This, the fourth edition of my Khordeh Avesta has been
enlarged by the addition of two new Yashts, viz. Khorshed and
Mah and the Avesta and Pizend chapter ( Kardeh), recited in
memory of departed relatives, has been inserted with Its transla-
tion. The translation and notes throughout have been carefully
revised in the light of further study and research. I have
carefully perused the latest edition of Professor Darmesteters
French version of the Avesta, and gleaned from it useful matters
and inserted it in this work in the shape of foot-motes, The
passages of the (Athfls, ocourring in the Khordeh Avests, have
been reproduced in the from of verse. Besides, many other
matters which ean suitably find a place in a work of this kind
have been added. In short, an earnest endeavour has been made
to improve and enlarge the work and bring it up to date. Witha
view, however, to place it within the reach of all classes of my co-
religionists, no increase has been made in the price of the book,
which, as in the ease of the last two editions, has been fized ab
Rs, 2-8 ans. per copy.

L
I beg to acknowledge the obligation I owe to the esteemed
Trustees of the Sir Jamsetjeo Jeejecbhoy Translation Fund for
their support by subseribing for sixty copies of this Work.

Boamay
Mavel 13533. KAVASJI EDALJI EANGA.
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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION.

The rapid sale, in the short space of two years and a half
of the secoud edition revised and enlarged of this Work affords
evidence at onco satisfactory and gratifying of the utility and
appreciation of the book, and of the growing taste for a correct
and intelligent reciling of prayers among the Parsi community,
In the present edition, two Yashts, viz, Tir and Gosh have been
added to the fen given in the second edition; the number of Yashts
in this edition being thus twelve in all,

I may add that, following the new edition of the Avesta
Texts published by Dr. Karl F. Geldner, I have altred, in many
places, certain Avestaic words, which appeared to me in the
course of my study of that book to admit of corrections; and
with the view of affording facility of reference to Avesta students,
I have numdered the paragraphs in my text and translation
as Dr. Geldner's text. The translation has also, in some places,
undergone revisions and improvements, suggested by further
study and consideration of the Avesta literature,

Bowugay, }

July, 1890. KAVASJI EDALJI KANGA.
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION,

The first edition of this Khordeh Avesta was issued in 1880,
To judge from the favourable reception accorded to it, (a thousand
copies having been sold off and a new issue ealled for ), the work
may be assumed to have supplied a want and to be well adapted
to the needs of the community for which it was intended, * # *
Passages of Avesta and Pizend, which were omitted in the first

edition, after thoy Lad been once cited, have been repeated in
1
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the present issue, on every occasion on which they recur. This
and the addition of three Yashts has somewhat increased the bulk
of the volume; yet the price has been greatly reduced, in order to
place it within the reach of all sections of the community.

]}mf:ﬁ;m }:’33? KAVASJI EDALJI KANGA,

T e et

PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

More than 60 years ago a travslation of the Khordeh Avesta
was for the first time published by the late Dustoor Framji
Sorabji Meherji Rina. A few months later on, another translation of
the same was issued by the late Dastoor Edaljee Dorabjee Sanjind.
These translations did not materially differ from each other; but
for all practical purposes, the latter, up till now, has been mosb in
use—it having passed in the meantime through several editions
with but few important alterations. Thanks, however, to E’-he
rapid, but immensely satifactory progress made in mmpnf-at.m:
philology during the last half century by the indefatignble
savants of Europe, considerable light bas been thrown, nob only on
the aucient Zoroastrian religion, but on the interpretation of many
a difficalt passage in the Zend Avesta. Facts unknuwrt before
and excellences quite buried in obscurity bave, by its aid; been
brought to the surface while some portion of the Zend leesbu:, a0
ambiguous before, has been gorrectly interpreted and translated into
(Gujerati,* These made the want of a translation of the Khordeh
Avesta, according to the most correct rule of grammar anid
philelogy, keenly felt; and I therefore undertook to supl;:ly it, ab
the suggestion of many educated and infelligent Zaroastrians,

# (1) Vendidad translated into Gujerati with explanatory notes,
and & complete philological and grammatical glossary of all the words
contnined in the texts by Kavasji Bdalji Kanga (K, R, Cama’s Prize
Bssay ) (%) Ten Yashts, translated by Dastoor Erachji Borabji
Meherji Rint and Erved Muncherji Shapurji Vichha. (3) Abin
Yasht, translated by Ervad Tehmuras Dinshawji Ankleshvaria,

W

The whole of the translation is based on Professor Wester-
gaard’s excellent Zend text. This it was at first intended to
publish in Zend character, but being aware of the inability of a
great portion of my eo-religionists to peruse it in Zend, I deemed
it expedient to abandon the original intention, and make the
work more eonvenient and accessible by transliterating the
original text into correct Gujerati. Inso doing, I have had to
undergo the trouble and expense of getting cast some letters, the
corresponding ones for which were nob to be found in Gujerati

alphabet, such as 4, a¢, o¢, W, %, 9, o, &

The text is divided into a number of eonvenient paragraphs
and each paragraph has, subjoined to it, its translation; and to
prevent confusion, types in black piea have been throughout
employed for the fart and ordinary piea for the translation. In
the translation the two-fold end is observed of making it useful
both to Zend students and to general readers, It is kept, as
much as practicable close to the text, each word of which is
distinguished by a number, correspending with that placed over
jts translation immediately below. Words not occurring in the
original, bub necessary to complete the sense of the translation,
are placed in parentheses. In many cases the substance of one
or more paragraphs is summarised by way of explanation and
placed below the literal translation.

Begides the correet text and its translation referred to above,
the following important points are attended toi—(1) Careful
attention is paid to punctuation, for want of which gross mistalies
often arise. (2 ) Zend text is, in order to aveid confusion, sepa-
rated and pointed out distinctly from the Pazend text, and the
text composed at the later period. (3) Special care is taken
to point out the passages taken from the Yacua, Vispered
and Vendidad, (4) Pizend passages are, as far as practicable,
compared with their corresponding Zend passages. (5) Subjects
cursorily treated in the Khordeh Avesta, but diseussed at great
length elsewhere, are here amplified with fuller information from
other sources. (G) Technical terms of Zoroastrian ceremanials
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and ethics such as hdm, jeendia, barsam, zdv, chinvat bridge, &e.
are fully explained. (7) Passages treating of the excellence and
efficncy of the prayers Yuthd and dAshen. are culled and fully
explained. (&) Peblvi translation is sometimes referred to as in
the case of Atash Nydyesh. (9) References to paralled Zend
passages, as in the ease of the translation of Patet Pashemdmi
which is wholly in Pazend, are given with their meanings and
explanations; and in several places, where it was found necessary,
additional information from Pehlvi commentators is given in
foot-notes. ( 10) Certain ceremonials, required to be observed in
several places during prayers, sre explained. (11) Requisite
information is given sbout the Gdhmbirs and their proper
seasons, on the authority of the Avesta. (12) The Phzend Con-
fossion of faith, which is generally recited at the end of the
prayers, is substituted by a far better one, and that too found in
Zond, which, I trust, will be appreciated by my co-religionists.
This Confession of faith constitutes the twelth Ha of the Yagna.

In conclusion, I offer my deep and most greatful thanks to
Mr. Khurshedji Rustomji Cama, our respected citizen and well-
known oriental scholar, and my own learned preceptor. With
that kindness and good nature which are characteristic of him,
and which have invariably won him the esteem and affection of
Lis private pupils, he has most cordially rendered me, in the
preparation of this work, asin that of my previouz ones, very
valuable assistance. My obligations are dde to him also for his
many sensible and practical suggestions for the improvement of
this Work.

Lastly, I trust to the indulgence of the reader to overlook
any inaccuracies or defects which may have crept in the transla-
tion, notwithstanding all the care and attention conseientiously
bestowed on it. A list of the several oriemtal works which
proved useful to me during the progress of the work is given
elsewhere,

BoMBAY, }

April, 1850. KAVASJ1 EDALJL KANGA,
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