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4717 ant
theism in disguise. This is inconsistent with the strict
monotheism of Maha Ratu Zarathushtra,

To explain them as the attributes of Mazda is meaning-
fess. How can they be of any use to the devotee unless they
are understood to be human virtues—the virtues which an
aspirant must acquire for the pilgrimage to Mazda ¢

The Amesa Spentas are a system, that is to say, there is
interconnection between them, a graded order, in which
the lower one leads to the next higher.

The system of the Amesa Spentas isa unique feature of
the Gatha. There is no other scripture, where one may find
such a methodical treatment of the moral laws, It is the
evidence of the philosophic genius of Atharvan Zarathushtra
and points him out as the greatest of the prophets.

The system starts with Asha or rectitude, This is the
very foundation of higher life. But to point out what the
right course is, there is the need of Conscience or Vohu
Manas, which is the next Amesa (Law). 1t is however not
enough, only to know the right path, Ope must have the
strength of character to overcome the temptations of plea-
sure and stick tot he right path. This is the function of
Ksathram, the next Amesa.

Asa, Vahu Manas, and Kshathram form the first group,
which we may call the ethical group.

We have however to rise to a higher plane, the plane of
Religion.
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' Faith(Azmaiti)i.sthebasirofthenuttrind. It is faith
in general—the positive actitude of mind, the desire to find
out tmth by proper method, as against the negative attitude
of S.cepuum. the denial of every proposition. Coming to
particulars, faith falls into WO parts :

Faith in the exx‘meeofﬂigimSelf‘(or soul ) ie.
Haurvatat and (ii) Faith in the existence of God i, e. Amere-
tattt.. Thus  Armaiti, Haurvatat, and Ameratatar may
bewdm&rmmemthmhctmp,merdiﬁomm.

Wemnowatthedout-ofthebempleofMuda. But if
we wish to enter into it, something more than mere faith is
necessary. Faith must grow into devotion—dedication of life
for Mazda. This is the function of Srosha or Bhakti.

These are the seven Amesas, or institutes, They firse
turn the natural man into an ethical man, and then they
make him a religious man,

Tbcymakehimworthyoftbevisionoan:da, which is
the fruition of the fortunate few, whose devotion tipexﬁ into
love or Asketi. (g% ) This is that incessant yearning for
the beloved, wherein the beloved alane, and nothing else,
meathem‘xndoftbe lover, When one does not wish
for anything other than the vision of Mazda, Mazda is sure
to appear to him.

It is however to be temembered that the whole system
is based an Spenta Manyu (Satwa Guna), God-ward Spirit,

Thus the Maitrayana Upanisad says,
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